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Philippine Creole Spanish (PCS) known in the Philippines as Chabacano,

is spoken as the native language of over 10,000 people in several communities

along the south shore of Manila Bay and by over 100,000 people in Zambo-

anga City and Basilan Island in the southern Philippines.* In the latter region,

an area of great linguistic and ethnic diversity, it is also an important auxiliary

language. The speech of Zamboanga (Zamboanguefio, Zm) represents a

distinct dialect of PCS opposed to the dialects of Manila Bay Creole (MBC)

spoken in Ternate (Ternateno, Tr), Cavite City (Caviteflo, Cv), and formerly

in the Manila district of Ermita (Ermitefio).* Speakers of MBC dialects can

be found in a number of other towns in Cavite Province and once inhabited

the fortress island of Corregidor at the entrance to Manila Bay (B&R 36:237)5

(See map.) These locations suggest something about the origin of PCS.

Zamboanga, from the beginning of the seventeenth century to the end of the

nineteenth, was a Spanish military base in the heart of hostile Moslem terri-

tory. Cavite was a major naval base and shipyard; Ternate and Corregidor

guarded the entrance to Manila Bay against Moslem raiders (de la Costa

1961:475, B&R 36:237). Although I have found no direct evidence in the

Spanish literature, it seems reasonable to assume that Spanish military and

naval units in the Philippines, known to have been composed ofmen speaking

diverse Philippine languages and officered by Spaniards, used a Spanish-

based pidgin for communication. Such a military pidgin could then have been

creolized as the native language of certain permanent garrison communities.

Also suggestive is the name of the Philippine town of Ternate, and here we

have both historical documentation and local Ternateno tradition to go on.*

There is an island named Ternate in the Moluccas which in the sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries was the focus of Portuguese, Spanish, and Dutch

conflict for control of the spice trade. In 1606 the Spanish captured Ternate

from the Dutch, who had recently taken it from the Portuguese, but evacuated

it, as well as their garrison in Zamboanga, in 1663 in order to concentrate forces

in Manila against a threatened attack by the Chinese warlord Ch'eng-kung

(Koxinga). From Ternate the Spanish took with them a group of local

Christians, the product of Jesuit missions in the Moluccas and northern

Celebes, and allowed them to settle in a community, which they named

Ternate, near the Tagalog town of Maragondon on Manila Bay. These people,

known as Mardikas,? frequently served in Spanish military forces and were

responsible for guarding the entrance to Manila Bay. Soon after their arrival

they are reported to have spoken their 'own language', Tagalog, and Spanish

(B&R 24:41, 36:237). Eventually they came to speak PCS as their native
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tongue. Whether they invented it themselves, adopted a Philippine Spanish
military pidgin, or relexified a Portuguese pidgin brought from the Moluccas
is not known. The Spanish reoccupied Zamboanga in 1718. I have not yet
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found any record or tradition of native creole-speaking Mdrdikas participating
in the resettlement of Zamboanga and thereby being responsible for the
establishment of a dialect of PCS there. Zamboangueno mav represent an
independent creolization of the same pidgin.
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